Green Humour’s Visual Take on Conservation

Award-winning Indian Cartoonist Rohan Chakravarty has created biodiversity maps of
regions across the planet. His exuberant illustrations show wildlife existing and even
thriving against all odds.

A Visit to Tiger’s Nest
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TLLUSTRATED BY ROHAN CHAKRAVARTY For WWF BHUTAN
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This map of Bhutan is unlike any other. Not only does it give the viewer a sense of the diversity in
this tranquil mountain nation, it even references mythical creatures and totems that are of great
cultural importance in Bhutan. Chakravarty sees this map as a representation of Bhutan’s
biodiversity as well as representative of the Bhutanese lifestyle, including means of livelihood and its
traditional architecture and the nation’s endangered fauna. It was commissioned by WWF Bhutan.

Hope and Fear in the Pearl River Delta


https://www.sacredgroves.earth/blog/green-humours-visual-take-on-conservation/
https://www.sacredgroves.earth/declining-biodiversity.php
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>, Fauna-
\_ 1. Great Egret XE3% Ardea alba
Fi l—\ b ) 2. Saunder’s Gull SRAEE8 Chroicocephalus saundersi
3. Black-tailed Godwit FREBA%RS Limosa limosa
v 5 \ 4. Black-faced Spoonbill REREET Platalea minor
- v 5. Nordmann’s Greenshank /)\& &8 Tringa guttifer
6. Spoon-hilled Sandpiper ~JE8 Calidris pygmaea
7. Eurasian Curlew EXFEYIE8 Numenius arquata
8. White-bellied Sea Eagle £3%588 Haliaeetus leucogaster
9. Pied Avocet SR8 Recurvirostra avosetta
10. Small Asian Mongoose £’ Herpestes javanicus
11. Variegated Flutterer SEEES248 Atyothemis variegata
12. Eurasian Otter EXEEKHE Lutra lutra
13. Mai Po Bent-winged Firefly it 538 Pteroptyx maipo (Endemic)
1. Aare-vingedMogpe % rsw Danopcacyas
15. Yell iz la

RAE

16. Bla:k -winged Stilt %ﬁﬁmﬁ Himantopus himantopus
7. Barking Deer %% Muntiacus muntjak
18. Chinese Pangolin <PEEZFILIER Manis pentadactyla
19. Four-spot Midget :# %48 Mortonagrion hirosei
20. Black-capped Kingfisher B53522 Halcyon pileata
21. Osprey 38 (B) Pandion haliaetus
22. Japanese Paradise Flycatcher 5% Terpsiphone atrocaudata
23. Fiddler Crab 238§ Uca sp.
24. Mudskipper SZ R Ptnoallfhalmus modestus
25. Masked Civet RF22 Paguma larvata
26. Leopard Cat 9% Prionailurus bengalensis
27. Chinese Bulbul 35588 Pycnonotus sinensis
28. Collared Crow E15848 Corvus: Inlquiuls
29. Malayan Porcupine SRESEER: Hys
30. Chinese Demoiselle Bii‘lﬁﬁ! KEEE’«JJ Ileapamatemms bankieri
31. Burmese Python &% Python bivittatus
32. Chinese Pond Heron 2% Ardeola bacchus
]] Hong Kong Butterflyfish BE&i3s5 [Ivaztodnn wiebeli

REEBER (4]
35. i RRIRE

36, Yell [

37. Whale Shark 53 lencndﬂn typus
i5E

39, Yellowtal [\uwnhsh FeESEERMA (IR Amphiprion clarkii

40. Green Sea Turtle £5% Chelonia mydas

41. Black-crowned Night Heron %% Nycticorax nycticorax

42. Japanese Pipistrelle RESZRSR Pipistrellus abramus

43. Japanese White-eye BE£5RIRES (6) Zosterops japonicus

44. Golden Birdwing £ R M Troides aeacus

45. Beijing Thick-lipped Fish th?tEﬁ Armssotﬂe/lus bemaﬂgensrs

46.

47. [hm!sewmm Dolphin =P§E|®ﬁ Suusa rmmsrs

48. Romer’s Tree Frog MEEC/) V&% Livixalus romeri

49. Mangrove Horseshoe Crab [E|F258 (%5 ¥3%%) Carcinoscorpius rotundicauda
50, Filess Porpoise 3LEX Neophocaena phocaenoides

51. Black Kite SR (88 Milvus migrans

52. Lesser Bamboo Bat FREH4& Tylonycteris pachypus

53. Red-whiskered Bulbul XTE/%% Pycnonotus jocosus

54. Hong Kong Newt Z:#/848 Paramesotriton hongkangensis

55. Three-banded Box Turtle = AREARR (&:540) L’wramfamara

56. Fairy Pitta ll/\&# Pitta ympha

57. Chinese Grasshird A% Graminicola striatus

58. Mountain Tailorhird SEFRAESER (&ERAEIER) Phyllergates cuculatus
59. Eurasian Treesparrow i Passer montanus

60. Rhesus Macaque B8%: Macaca mulatta

61. Short-legged Toad SEHIR4E Megophrys brachykolos

62. Hong Kong Tusktail #55R& % Fukienogomphus choifongae

63. Blue-tailed Skink PSR 5 A& F Plestiodon quadrilineatus

Ilustrated by Rohan Chalcavarty for WWF Hong Kong, 2017

One of the most polluted and highly trafficked sea routes in the world is also a stronghold for species
such as the Chinese white dolphin, the Romer’s tree frog, the Hong Kong newt, and many
invertebrates. Chakravarty drew this map for WWF Hong Kong as a means to generate awareness
about the declining wildlife in the Pearl River Delta and the urgent need for the conservation of
country parks in Hong Kong. The map emphasises the need for cultural preservation in Hong Kong
and the interconnectedness of tradition and ecology, for example in the Tai O Fishing Village and in
the forests around the Tian Tan Budhha in Lantau Island.

The Sacred Landscape of Kailash
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¢ Wildlife Instltute of India

Stretching across India, Nepal and Tibet, this important pilgrimage destination is home to five
religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Bon, Sikhism and Jainism; has a geographically complex terrain:
high altitude scrub, montane forest, montane grassland, alpine and evergreen forests etc; and a
huge range of flora and fauna. To underscore its importance as a trekking destination, Chakravarty
has included famous mountain peaks of the region including Mt. Kailash, Mt. Api and Om Parvat as
well as important religious routes and sites in the map. It was commissioned by the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD).

Wildlife in the Maximum City
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Species Discovered in Mumbai

Gonyobranchus bombayanus
Bombay Sea Slug

L AN

Heterophrictus aareyensis Lychas aareyensis

Cyrtodactylus varadgirii ,
Giri's Geckoella Langelurillus lacteus
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Flamingos in wetlands, mangroves sheltering the coastline, weird scorpions in the shrubbery and
intertidal spaces rich in marine life - Chakravarty’s map of Mumbai, commissioned by international
climate network Purpose Climate Lab, showcases its wild side. Look at the map and you'll realise
that even the most crowded hotspots in the city are home to a host of creatures, including Indian
Ocean humpback dolphins, porpoises, olive ridley sea turtles and more. “Usually when one thinks of
Mumbai, the image of a concrete jungle comes to mind,” says Chakravarty. “Ever since we've shared
this map on the social media, so many people have reacted with such wonder when they have
realised that this busy, bustling metropolis still has such a fabulous array of wildlife!”

Author: Geetanjali Krishna, The India Story Agency for Sacred Groves



